Lehigh Sports Medicine
Lehigh University Sport Excess Policy

What is a sport excess policy?  Colleges and universities nationwide purchase sport excess policies as a method of containing the spiraling costs of medical insurance without sacrificing benefits.  Although sport excess policies require close communication between student-athletes, parents and staff, they also help to provide quality insurance coverage at reasonable rates.

The benefits provided under Lehigh University’s sport excess policy include only those expenses not paid or payable by other medical coverage of the student-athlete.  All student-athletes MUST have coverage through a primary health insurer to avoid possible, significant out of pocket expenses in the event of an injury.  IF a significant injury does occur, Lehigh’s sport excess policy may help cover expenses after a $2,000 deductible has been met.

Put simply, the student-athlete’s primary insurance coverage (usually the parent’s insurance plan) pays first, and the sport excess policy may assist with payment only after the deductible has been met.

What are the eligible expenses?  Athletic injury insurance policies are designed to pay medical expenses resulting from accidental injuries that occur while participating in or traveling to or from supervised, regularly scheduled varsity games or practices.  Sport excess insurance policies are not comprehensive medical policies and the follow requirements must be met:

1. The injury must be the result of an accidental injury.
2. The accidental injury must occur while the athlete is participating in regularly schedule, supervised and sponsored play, practice, or travel.
3. The expenses incurred must be for accidental injuries, which first occur while your policy is in force.

What are eligible benefits under Lehigh’s sport excess policy?  

In order to be eligible for benefits under the sport excess policy, the student-athlete must meet a $2,000 deductible.  The first $2,000 of any claim (deductible) is the responsibility of the student-athlete, his/her parents, or his/her primary insurance.  In all cases, the student athlete must utilize their primary insurance to its fullest.  In the event a claim exceeds $2000, AG Administrators, Inc. Sport Excess Policy will be used in conjunction with the student athlete's primary insurance to cover expenses not covered by the student athlete’s primary insurance up to $90,000.  If expenses exceed $90,000, a separate Catastrophic Policy provided by the NCAA may take over and can pay up to 20 million of an eligible claim.

Under the sport excess policy, a claim may be denied if the requirements of the primary policy are not met.  Student-athletes and parents can facilitate by assuring claims are submitted quickly and properly under the student-athlete’s primary plan.  

How do I submit a claim?

1. Claim Form:  When an eligible injury occurs, the Lehigh University Sports Medicine staff will submit a claim to A-G Administrators, Inc.

2. Itemized Bills:  Please include copies of all medical bills incurred, showing the name and address of the provider of service, date of service, type of service and the charges. Account statements or “balance due” statements are not acceptable.

3. Explanation of Benefits:  If you have other medical insurance all medical bills must be first submitted to that carrier for their determination of eligibility. If the charges are not paid in full by the other medical insurance carrier we will need to see a copy of the “Explanation of Benefits” from that carrier prior to issuing benefits from this office. If you have no primary medical insurance the “Explanation of Benefits” will not be applicable to your claim.

Itemized bills and Explanation of Benefits should be mailed to:
A-G Administrators, Inc.
Claims Department
P.O. Box 979
Valley Forge, PA. 19482

Contact information
Claims Adjusters:  					Shawnn Blymiller	sblymiller@agadm.com
							Will Scudder		wscudder@agadm.com

Overview of Athletic Injury Claim Submission

Expenses less than $2,000

· Bills are submitted to student-athlete’s primary insurance policy
· Any remaining unpaid balances are the responsibility of the student-athlete or his/her parents

Expenses between $2,000 and $90,000

· Bills are submitted to student-athlete’s primary insurance policy first
· Any remaining balances are submitted to the A-G Administrators, Inc. Sport Excess Policy

Expenses over $90,000

· Bills are submitted to student-athlete’s primary insurance policy first
· Balances are submitted to the A-G Administrators, Inc. Sport Excess Policy
· Any remaining balances are submitted to the NCAA Catastrophic Fund

Points of interest 

1. Every athlete must be covered by a primary insurance company and provide proof of insurance coverage (i.e. online Pre-Participation Questionnaire or insurance information form) prior to participation.
2. We (Lehigh University Athletic Department) do NOT pay for any medical expenses.  There is NO 100% coverage by our department.
3. In most cases, all bills must go through parent’s (primary) insurance first.
4. Parent’s Insurance as Primary:  Explanation of Benefits and copies of bills can be sent to the sport excess policy (if bills exceed $2,000) after parent’s insurance has been utilized to its fullest.
5. Lehigh University Student Injury and Sickness Plan as Primary:  Explanation of benefits and copies of bills can be sent to Consolidated Health Plans.  (If the student plan acts as secondary coverage, bills should be applied to parent’s primary insurance first, then submitted to Consolidated Health).  If the bill exceeds $2,000, the expenses can then be submitted to the sport excess policy.

Consolidated Health Plans Contact Information

Alex Balise
University Health Plans
One Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA  02169-7454

	If you have any questions you may email Alex Balise at abalise@univhealthplans.com

6. If your current insurance policy does not provide coverage in the Bethlehem area, we encourage you to consider adding an “away from home” rider to your current insurance plan, or to consider purchasing a local plan.  
