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To:		Parents/Guardians of Lehigh Student Athletes
From:		Joe Sterrett, Director of Athletics
Re:		Pre-Participation Questionnaire and Insurance Information



We are pleased to have your son/daughter as a participant in our athletics program.  Please take a few moments to review the following information about insurance coverage.
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Each year, via a Pre-Participation Questionnaire (available July 1st through 14th), we require the student-athlete to provide detailed information related to his or her health insurance coverage.  In order to participate in varsity athletics, all student-athletes must provide proof of current insurance coverage. 

Since health insurance is mandatory for all undergraduates, you will automatically be charged the premium for the Lehigh University Student Injury and Sickness Insurance Plan on your fall semester bill.  Coverage provided by this plan is subject to specific policy terms and conditions and may include certain restrictions and/or exclusions of which you should be aware.  For details about coverage provided by this plan, please visit website www.universityhealthplans.com.

If you are covered under your parent’s or guardian’s insurance policy and DO NOT wish to purchase additional coverage offered through the university, you must waive this policy by logging on to the website www.universityhealthplans.com and providing information about your existing insurance coverage (Waiver instructions will be mailed in June from the Bursar’s Office).  If the insurance is waived by July 1st, the charge will be reversed on your July bill.  Failure to waive or pay for this coverage by August 1st may result in late fees, inability to add/drop classes, and inability to access your class schedule. 


As previously mentioned, all student athletes MUST have coverage through a primary health insurer to avoid possible, significant out of pocket expenses in the event of an injury.  Lehigh University is NOT responsible for any expenses incurred due to the result of a sports-related injury.  If your current insurance policy does not provide coverage in the Bethlehem area, we encourage you to consider adding an “away from home” rider to your current insurance plan, or to consider purchasing a local plan.


If a significant injury does occur, Lehigh University carries a Sports Excess Policy.  The first $2,000 of any claim is the responsibility of the student-athlete, his/her parents, or his/her primary insurance.  In all cases, the student athlete must utilize their primary insurance to its fullest.  In the event a claim exceeds $2,000, AG Administrators Sports Excess Policy will be used in conjunction with the student athlete's primary insurance to cover expenses not covered by the student athlete’s primary insurance up to $90,000.   For more information on Lehigh’s Sports Excess Policy and its specific conditions and limitations, please visit http://www.lehighsports.com/sportsmed/injury.asp.

In addition, the NCAA’s Catastrophic Injury Program covers student-athletes who are catastrophically injured while participating in a covered intercollegiate athletic activity (subject to all policy terms and conditions).  The policy has a $90,000 deductible and is supplemental coverage should a catastrophic injury occur. More information on this program can be found on the NCAA’s web-site at www.ncaa.org. 


If you should have any questions, you can contact Emily Dunn at emd208@lehigh.edu or 610-758-4335.
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